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I

HAVE the honor and great pleas-

ure to announce the donation to

this society of the medical library

of the late Willard Parker by his son,

Dr Willard Parker, of New York.

Tills is a collection of over 4,000 vol-

umes, and contains a large number of

rare and valuable works. It is a gen-

eral medical library, embracing all of

the departments of medical learning,

and represents the medical literary

tastes of a man who was the greatest

ornament of his time to the medical

profession of New York. It is par-

ticularly rich in early American med-
ical works, which in these days of

completing libraries are so much
sought after. It contains also some
valuable complete files of periodicals

and a number of rare and classical

works. Among these may be men-
tioned ;

Hippocrates’ Complete Works (Latin).
Frankfort, MDCXXI.

Several Cliirurgical Treatises. By Rich-
ard Wiseman, London, 1686.

A. Corn. Celsi Medicinae. Patavii,
MDCCLXIX.
Les Oevres d’Ambroise Pare. Lyon,

MDCLII.
Medecins et Chirurgiens Celebres: Rose-

lin, Paris.

Atlas der Hautkrankheiten (2 vols.) :

Hebra 11. Elfinger. Wien, 1856.
Historiae Morborum : Franciscus Ron-

calli Parolinus. Brixiae, MDCCXLI.
Maladies de la Peau

: J. L. Alibert.
Paris, MDCCCVI.
Maladies des Reins : Rayer. Paris, 1837.
James’s Medical Dictionary (3 vols.).

Dedicated to Dr. Mead. London,
MDCCXLIII.

Maclise’s Surgical Anatomy. Philadel-
phia, 1851.

Pharmacopoea Wirtembergica. Stutgar-
dia, MDCCXCVIII.

Iconograpliie Ophthalmoligique
: J. Si-

chel. Paris, 1852.

Mitchell’s Engrfivings from the “Tabulae

•Remarks made before the Medical Society of
the County of Kings, October i6, 1906.

Neurologicae” of Antonio Scarpa. Edin-

burgh, 1829.

Fisher’s Description of the Small Pox.

Boston, 1829.

Crosse’s Treatise on the Urinary Calcu-

lus. London, 1841.

Payer’s Atlas of Diseases of the Skin.

Paris, 1835.

Such acquisitions as this, along

with the recently acquired Cutter

library, the Watson collection, the

Purple collection, the Bell collection,

and the Jones library, are steadily

advancing the interests of the library

of this society. These volumes which

we have just received will be marked
with an appropriate book plate, show-
ing the source' of the books, and will

always be known as the Willard Par-

ker collection.

Upon this occasion it is most ap-

propriate to recall to our minds the

man who gathered these books about

him, who lived and worked among
them, and whose servants they were.

Willard Parker was born on a farm
in New Plampshire, in the year 1800.

He was successively farmer and
school-teacher, and prepared himself
for Plarvard by his own labors. He
graduated in 1826, and nearly suc-

cumbed to inducements to enter the

ministry. The change of mind came
about in this way: A freshman class-

mate had an hernia, which became
irreducible, and John Collins Warren
was called to his aid. Parker was so

impressed by the value of the ser-

vices which the surgeon rendered in

reducing the hernia, that he resolved

to devote his life to the study and
practice of the healing art ; and
through this accident he thus happily
escaped the yoke of dogmatic tlieol-

ogy, and pursued a life of inestimable
usefulness.

He followed his medical studies in
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Jioston, and served for two years as

resident officer in tlie Clielsia Marine
Hospital. Soon after receiving his

medical degree he was appointed pro-

fessor of anatomy in the Berkshire

County Medical College at Pittsfield,

Mass. This was in the days of the

peripatetic professor, and of didactic

teaching without clinics, when some
of the best medical instruction was
given at the colleges in small country

towns. At this school, besides Par-

ker, were Alonzo Clark, Elisha Bart-

lett, and Robert Watts, all of whom
later became professors in the College

of Physicians and Surgeons in New
York. In 1832 he was appointed pro-

fessor of surgery in the Pittsfield

school, and for four years he held

both chairs, and lectured twice daily.

In 1836 he was appointed professor

of surgery in the Cincinnati Medical

College, where he remained for three

years, visiting England and France in

the meantime. His case records are

written carefully and neatly, and

among the experiences recorded in

Cincinnati, wc find the account of the

surgical attentions which he rendered,

in the first days of steamboat naviga-

tion on the Ohio River, on the occa-

sion of the blowing up of a steamboat

and the loss of some forty per.sons.

In 1839 he was called to the chair

of surgery in the College of Physicians

and Surgeons in this city, where for

more than thirty years he labored

with nnabating zeal as professor of

the principles and practice of surgery.

With James R. WcxkI. he reorganized

the Almshouse at Bellevue into a hos-

pital, and for many years was an at-

tending surgeon. He was appointed

surgeon to the New York Hospital in

1856; and upon the establishment of

St. Luke’s. Roosevelt, and the Mt.

Sinai hospitals, he was made a mem-
ber of the surgical staffs.

During this period of his activity he

was the most conspicuous figure in

New York medicine. I am told that

he was a man of great personal mag-
netism, power, and of strikingly hand-

some presence. Although a surgeon

he was a master of all of the depart-

ments of medicine, and he was called

upon as a consultant in every class of
medical emergency. He was so broad
a man that he never could confine him-
self to any single field of practice. He
was a man of great common sense,

practical, and a keen observer. Al-
ways self-possessed, he was the mas-
ter of every situation that confronted
him. Although he respected books
and honored tradition, still he regard-
ed experience as the greatest teacher.

He was most sagacious in diagnosis.

One of his great values to the com-
munity was his interest in the public

welfare. He devoted himself to char-
ity organizations. To him and to

John O. Stone the City of New York
is indebted for the organization of its

Health Department, which has made it

one of the most efficient in the country.

Busy as he was, he took time to come
to Urooklyn forty years ago for Henry
Ward Beecher, and deliver a course of

four public lectures on hygiene at

Plymouth Church.
He sought the truth. His scrap-

book shows clippings from addresses

by Huxley at a time when the domi-
nant chnrchly influence made it de-

cidedly unfashionable to be interested

in knowing the truth. He loved to

teach. It was as a teacher that he
was ])re-eminent. His lectures were
full of inspiration. Many of his pupils

have been and still are members of this

society, and the earnest devotion which
he save to his subject is felt to-day in

this medical community. He aimed to

lift others to the highest ideals in pro-

fessional work.

It is said that the surgical clinic

which he established in Crosby street

was the first attempt made in this

country to combine the demonstration

of patients with didactic teaching. In

clinical teaching he was at his best.

Flis friend, William H. Draper, said

of him : “Here, unfettered by the re-

strictions exacted by the orderly ar-

rangement of didactic discourse, he

could give free play to the natural

working of his own mind in the diag-

nosis and treatment of disease and
injury. When he entered the amphi-

theatre his presence seemed to fill it ;

he riveted attention ; he had a mag-
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netic power that instantly roused, so

to speak, the polarity of every intelli-

gence about him. His glance was an

inspiration, and his voice like the voice

of a prophet. His manner towards

his patients commanded confidence

and assured sympathy. He seemed
often to touch the point of disease as

with the spear of an Ithuriel, and to

invest the art of healing with the

quality of a divine gift.”

He was the originator of the opera-

tion of cystotomy for the relief of

painful cystitis, which he first per-

formed in 1850. He was the first in

this country, systematically, to operate

for perityphlitic abscess. Although
painstaking and accurate in the rec-

ords of his cases, he wrote but little

for publication. He was too busy with

the more active interests of his pro-

fessional work. Shortly before his

death he compiled from his records

the material for a report on cancer,

embodying a study of some four hun-
dred cases of cancer of the breast. He
died before it was completed, and the

work was published by his son, as he

had wished it should be.

Doctor Parker died at the age of

eighty-four, and left the world the

rich legacy of the influence and inspi-

ration of a man who was above jeal-

ousy and conceit, who loved his

profession and his fellow men, and

whose vision was always turned to-

wards the light.

The library of this eminent man
has now been brought by his son
from its retirement as a private col-

lection, and placed at the service of

the profession which its founder
loved so well. Many such libraries

have been broken up and scattered.

Honor is due to the Willard Parker
who collected these books for his

own joy and instruction
;
honor and

gratitude are due to Willard Parker,
the son, who preserved them intact,

and now in a spirit of far-sighted-
ness and noble generosity hands
them to this library as trustee and
custodian for the whole medical pro-
fession for all time.
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